Bass Recording Report
Kenia Flavius
I recorded an upright bass in the music building’s choir room. The room had great acoustics and a lot of space to move around the mics. I recorded with a M/S setup using 2 AKG Perception 420s because of their switchable pattern. I also used a boundary mic, which worked well on the hard floor and added some extra bass to the mix. I recorded the tracks with Audacity.
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I placed the bass facing towards the risers to act as diffusers, which added to the panels on that wall. After walking around and listening to the bass, I placed both mic setups off to the right side to capture the sound. I played around with several distances, but I ended up placing the M/S setup 5 feet away and the boundary mic about 3.5 feet. The boundary mic caught more of the lower frequencies at a closer distance. I tried moving the M/S off to the left side of the bass, but it ended up working better on the right. At first the mix was panned too far left until I realized I forgot to put the top mic in a figure 8 pattern rather than a cardioid. Once I adjusted the mic, it fixed the problem and no other issues happened. After each take, I quickly decoded it on Audacity to double check the stereo sound and panning. In editing, I just did some noise reduction and did not EQ anything.

